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Published monthly by Nelson Philatelic Society 

PO Box 16, Nelson 7042                   Free to Full Members 

Editor: Pam Frahm 47a Martin St., Nelson 7011  Tel/Fax: 5476322   Email: frahm@ts.co.nz 

Meetings on the second Tuesday of the month at Stoke School at 7:15pm sales table, 7:30 meeting    

Club Programme   
Tuesday Dec 10: Dutch Auction (please bring a donated item as your entry to the 
auction  - proceeds to the club) and shared Christmas supper with friends and family 

December Display letter: Z 

 

There will be a special prize (Lucky Dip or bar of Chocolate!) for a stamp or display with 

stamps showing – Christmas Icons 

 

December  2013                        No. 359 

NELSON PHILATELIC SOCIETY (Inc) 

Have a Merry Christmas 

 

 

    

                 

 

Contest: Create a Christmas stamp 

 
Bring your design to the December meeting 
 

 

 
 

UK Christmas Cancellations from 2012 

Christmas stamps from Zazzle – design them yourself 
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CANADA Christmas  

‘Gift-bringers‘ series, 1991 
 
The designs are based on four characters 
made from torn paper collages scanned, 
edited and digitally reduced to the proper 
stamp size. Combining traditional art with 
the latest in technology, marks the first 
time that final artwork for a Canadian 
stamp is simply a computer file! 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
The Global Forever®: Evergreen 
Wreath stamp was released on 
October 24. This international rate 
stamp offers a single price for any First-
Class Mail International® 1-ounce letter 

to any country in the world. 

 
New USA Forever Stamp  ;-) 
 

 
 

The US Postal Service recently 
reissued a new $2 version of a 
highly publicised stamp error: a 
1918 air mail stamp showing the 
country's first airmail flight, a 
stamp known as the Inverted 
Jenny.  
     The stamp had an upside-
down image of the Curtiss JN-4 
biplane used to deliver the mail.  
    The Postal Service reissued the 
inverted image in September as 
well as 100 sheets of the image 
right-side up. Postal Service 
spokesman said the goal was to 
generate excitement.  

   
     Original 

Great Britain – Traditional Christmas 

 

 
Tokelau 

 
Niue 

 
Monaco (France) 

 
Finland 
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Notes 

From 

Nik 

Wielding his Wand at America 
 
For more than half a century, a committee of cultural heavyweights 
has met behind closed doors, its deliberations kept secret, weighing 
the faces and images of Americana worthy of gracing US postage 
stamps. While its rulings have been advisory, they long carried the 
weight of writ. 

Now comes a youngster from across the seas. He isn't what 
these leading lights from the fields of arts and letters, athletics and 
philately had in mind. For one, he seems kind of crass to some. 

The loss-making US Postal Service (USPS) introduced Harry 
Potter stamps this month, delighting fans of the fictional boy wizard 
but angering some philatelists who complain he's not American. 

The selection of the British boy wizard is creating a stir in the 
cloistered world of postage-stamp policy. The Postal Service has 
bypassed the panel charged with researching and recommending 
subjects for new stamps, and the members are rankled, not least of all 
because Potter is a foreigner, several members said. 

The limited edition of 20 stamps feature images of Scottish 
author J.K. Rowling's best-selling character along "with the friends, 
heroes, villains and creatures that make up his world," said USPS in a 
statement.  "The majestic Harry Potter stamps will inspire fans of all 
ages". 

Pitched at collectors, the stamps were unveiled at the 
Wizarding World of Harry Potter in Florida, and went on sale online 
and at selected post offices.  Sales can only help the bottom line at 
USPS, which last week said it lost $5 billion in the fiscal year ending 
September 30, the seventh straight year in which it incurred a net 
loss, despite an upturn in revenue. 

"Harry Potter is not American.  It's foreign, and it's so blatantly 
commercial it's off the charts," said John Hotchner, former president 
of the American Philatelic Society. 

"The attitude should be that stamps are works of art and little 
pieces of history," echoed philatelic blogger Don Schilling. "They 
shouldn’t be reduced to the latest fads, (to) whatever's going to sell." 

Of course, one could argue that Potter mania has been an 
essential part of American childhood — as the books have broken 
U.S. sales records, drawn hundreds to theaters for the midnight 
release of the movies, and spawned the Harry Potter Theme Park at 
Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida. 

Postmaster General Patrick R. Donahoe said, the agency 
"needs to change its focus toward stamps that are more commercial," 
and acknowledged that the shift has created a sense of disruption on 
the advisory committee.   He is banking on Harry Potter and Hogwarts 
to sell stamps and magically make more people send letters instead 
of emails. 

The dispute caps more than a year of friction between the 
Postal Service and the Citizens' Stamp Advisory Committee, named 
by the postmaster general to help make sure that the American 
experience is properly portrayed. The committee has grown 
increasingly disaffected over how the agency's marketing staff has 
pushed pop culture at the expense of images that could prove more 
enduring.  

Set up as a filter between the postmaster general and the 
public, which petitions the Postal Service for about 40,000 stamp 
subjects and designs each year, the committee includes eminent 
Americans: a historian, Film Institute president, an Olympic swimmer 
and sportscaster.  A former postmaster general, top Smithsonian 
Museum official, graphic designers and philatelists also belong. 

Their mission is to ensure that stamp subjects "have stood the 
test of time, are consistent with public opinion and have broad 
national interest."  

For one of the only times in its 56-year-history, the committee 
was not consulted in the decision to put Potter and his friends and 
foes on the run of 100 million "forever" stamps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/2812652/Harry-Potter-smashes-US-sales-records.html
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995792,00.html
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In the 

News 

Christmas Island 

 
 

 
 

 

 

       

 

 

 
USA 

          

2013 Christmas 

 

 
 

 
Cyprus 

 

 
There are 42,000 ZIP codes 

in the USA. According to 

the US Postal Service, which 

instated Zoning Improve-

ment Plan codes in 1963 to 

better cope with increasing 

mail volume. 

The anatomy of the address 

accompaniment is: the first 

number represents a general 

geographic area of the 

nation, “0” in the East, 

moving to “9” in the West.  

The next two numbers 

represent regional areas, and 

the final two identify 

specific post offices.  

Ketchikan, Alaska is home 

to 99950, the highest ZIP on 

record.  And 12345 would 

be General Electric, in 

Schenectady, New York. 
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Minutes of the Nelson Philatelic Society which met in the Woodstock Room  

at the Stoke School  - November 12 at 7:30pm  

Items of interest: Pam’s letter from NZPost thanking them for 

putting a stamp on the letter.  Len’s framed sheet of New 

Zealand 3d Red Cross issued in 1959. 

 
Letter of the Month- ‘O’ 

 Adolph Simon Ochs,  USA Publisher – Anne   

 Orange Free State –  Robert 

 Omnibus issue for QEII Coronation - Len 

 Arms Officials, over prints from 1935 - Drew 

 Spot the difference among the overprints, and Trinidad 
and Tabago – John G 

 Otago Peninsular - Klaus 

 First Day cover from Otago Centennial – Stephen 

 Onekaka – Kelvin was the winner 
 

Special Display – Bikes Pam – envelopes where stamps were 

of wheels.  Winner: Stephen – motorcycles through the ages.  
 
Program: An interesting talk from Kelvin on his postcard 

collection of Annie Wells. Thank you Kelvin.  

Judging of the 8-page Competition: Arms Officials 1931 – a 

late entry with the consent of the meeting. Drew was the winner.  

Maritime Heritage of Australia. Kelvin. 

Cinderellas – Robert 

 

The meeting was declared closed at 8:38 
 
Next meeting - Dec 10 and the letter is Z. 

 

Dutch auction with donated material from members.  This is our 

end of the year Christmas shared supper (bring a small plate).  

Spouses and friends invited. 
 

 
 

 

Welcome: Allan welcomed 13 members to this evenings meeting. 

We welcomed David Hargest a visitor. 
 
Minutes: Minutes of the October meeting as circulated in the 

newsletter were takes as read.                                   Paula/Robert 

 
Matters Arising:  Where are the stamp magazines coming from? 

Who ever it is “Thank You” 
 
Correspondence In: The stamp Collector Volume 93#3; Catalogues X7; 

Invitations to an evening on Microsoft Cloud: Bruce Henderson offering services to 

be a guest speaker and providing leaflets encouraging collection of lesser known 

countries. Baypex prospectus. Newsletters from Auckland and Marlborough. 

Information and order forms from RPS for 125years of the RPSNZ T C Thackery and 

Postage Stamps of New Zealand by B G Vincent. Earthquake relief stamps. Various 

emails requesting stamp exchanges. Email from Steven Anderson visiting Nelson 

from January to April from Washington USA.  Out:  Emails received with requests 
for stamp exchange sent to Pam for the Newsletter.  Letter of thanks to Len Jury for 

attending our Annual Nelson Marlborough Day.  Letter of congratulations to Dunedin 

Society on 100 years.                                Paula/John G 

 
General Business: The topic of advertising was discussed and 

postponed to the next executive meeting.  

 Allan apologised to any one who was offended by the 
comments made about the exhibits entered in the 8 page 
competition. The critiques are intended to help develop exhibits.  

 Paula asked that the clubs congratulations be passed on to 
Drew for the work he does with Wasp eradication at Lake Rotoiti 
as shown on ‘Wild About New Zealand’. 

 Robert asked if we had any views about the demise of daily post 

delivery. A lively discussion followed. 

 Klaus asked if there was a catalogue that lists the number of 
stamps issued. It was thought that Campbell Patterson did but 
this was stopped in the 50s and 60s. 

 Circuit book has gone out again tonight. Still need 6 booklets to 
make up a new circuit volumn. 

 
 
 
Royal Mail encourages children to submit designs for 2013's Christmas stamps. 
 
It is only the third time that the official Christmas stamp has been  
designed by children.  The theme this year is 'What does the  
Christmas season mean to you?' and the competition is open  
to children aged 4-11. 
 
As with all special stamps issued by the Royal Mail, the designs  
will have to be approved by the Queen. 
 
Schools, and parents of home-schooled children, can sign-up to  
the competition online or by returning the application form in a  
pack sent to them by iChild, the online educational resource  
centre,  in association with Royal Mail.  
 
The 120 regional runners up and their schools will each receive  
prizes of £100.  From those, a shortlist of 24 finalists will be  
chosen. They and their schools will receive prizes of £500. From  
the finalists two winners will be chosen, one for the First Class Christmas stamp and once for the Second 
Class. They will also receive prizes of £1,000 for the school and £1,000 in vouchers for the child. 
 

   

 

1981 
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